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Executive Summary: 

The Arab Science Journalists Association (ASJA) has partnered with the National Association of Science 

Writers (NASW) in a co-bid to host the 7th World Conference for Science Journalists (WCSJ7) in Cairo, 

Egypt in 2011. This partnership stems from the twinning relationship forged between the two 

associations in 2007 under the umbrella of the World Federation of Science Journalists (WFSJ).  

ASJA and NASW believe Cairo, Egypt is an ideal location for the WCSJ7 due to the following reasons: 

¶ Egypt lies both in the Arab world and in Africa and thus represents two very important regions 

of the world. This would be the first time for the WCSJ to be held in either region. 

¶ Cairo is readily accessible from anywhere in the world and lies midway between East and West. 

¶ Prices in Egypt are relatively cheap. Participants will find a wide range of accommodations to 

choose from that suit all tastes and budgets.  

¶ Egypt combines both millenniums-worth of science history with a rich contemporary scientific 

environment.  

¶ Egypt boasts 18 government universities; 21 private universities, academies and learning 

institutes; 26 protectorates; 48 museums; and thirteen research centers. 

¶ Other countries in Africa and the Arab world are very easily accessible from Cairo and we 

believe this conference could be an excellent opportunity for participating journalists to visit 

science-related projects not only in Egypt but all over the region. 

¶ Cairo is purported to be the cultural capital of the Arab world. 

¶ 9ƎȅǇǘΩǎ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘǎ ŦƻǊƳ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ Ƴŀǎǎ ƻŦ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƛŜƭŘ 

in the entire Arab world. Egypt also has a long history in science journalism going back to the 

18th century. 

¶ Egypt contains a full one-ǘƘƛǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŀƴǘƛǉǳƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ ŘŜǎǘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ 

its rich Pharaonic, Coptic, and Islamic histories. 

¶ Egypt lies on the Red Sea and the Mediterranean Sea. The mainland together with the Sinai 

Penƛƴǎǳƭŀ ōƻŀǎǘ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ ǎŜŀ ǊŜǎƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǿŜƭƭ ǇǊŜǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŎƻǊŀƭ 

ǊŜŜŦǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ǊŀƴƎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ {ŀƘŀǊŀ ŘŜǎŜǊǘΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭǳǎƘ bƛƭŜ ǾŀƭƭŜȅ 

and delta, to desert oases, and the mountains of prophets in Sinai.  
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The Arab Science Journalists Association officially registered in December 2006 as a network under the 

umbrella of the Arab Science & Technology Foundation in the United Arab Emirates. Its founding 

members, however, had been working on creating this network since 2003 and ASJA actually became a 

member of the WFSJ in 2004; two years before it was an official entity.  

In the seven years its members have been active, ASJA has been gradually gaining experience in 

organizing activities and events. Perhaps two of its most important outputs have been creating its 

Guidebook for the Arab Science Journalist, a book written by 18 different contributors from the Arab 

science journalism community, in addition to organizing the 1st Arab Conference for Science Journalists 

in October 2008 in Fez, Morocco. 

 !{W!Ωǎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ b!{² Ƙŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƳŀŘŜ ƛǘ ǎǘǊƻƴƎŜǊΦ Lƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ нллтΣ !{W!Ωǎ ōƻŀǊŘ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ōȅ 

NASW to attend its annual meeting. Among the most important outcomes of this visit was a meeting 

between both boards that was a tremendous learning opportunity for ASJA as a nascent association, 

especially since NASW has more than 70 years of experience under its cap. The personal relationships 

that have formed between ASJA and NASW members and the joint activities that have ensued between 

the two associations have resulted in a strong partnership that we believe can be a role model for 

similar partnerships under the WFSJ umbrella.  

We also believe this co-bid is a unique opportunity to create a unique multi-cultural experience should 

the 7th World Conference for Science Journalists be held in Cairo under the patronage and organization 

of both associations. This unique co-bid will also result in building on the experiences, skills and 

knowledge of both associations to organize what we believe could perhaps be one of the strongest 

WCSJs to be held to-date. 

ASJA and NASW have worked together for the past two months to present this bid to the WFSJ board. 

As you read on, you will see that we have created very strong international teams to execute the bid and 

later on the conference, while at the same time holding on to our distinct Arab and African feel. 

Our vision is to hold a truly international conference organized by international teams with a special 

focus on developing world jƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘǎΩ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ !ƴŘ ƻǳǊ Ǿƛǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ !Ǌŀō ŀƴŘ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ŦƻǊŜŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘǎΩ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴΦ 

ASJA and NASW give their sincere gratitude to the board of the World Federation of Science Journalists 

for considering this bid. 

On behalf of the bid committees, 

       

      Nadia El-Awady 
      WCSJ7 in Cairo Bid Coordinator 
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About the Co-Bidders: 

The Arab Science Journalists Association (ASJA) is a not-for-profit network of Arab science journalists 

registered under the umbrella of the Arab Science & Technology Foundation in Sharjah, the United Arab 

Emirates. It was officially launched on December 13, 2006 and now includes more than 175 members from 17 

countries. The Arab Science Journalists Association strongly believes in the vital role media can play in creating 

a strong Arab science & technology (S&T) renaissance.  

Mission: 

¶ Providing journalists with the skills needed to cover science with high standards of professionalism 

¶ The popularization of science among the general Arab public 

¶ Supporting the free flow of information between scientists, journalists, and the public-at-large to ensure 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜǎΩ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ them in terms of science, how it affects them, 
and how they can positively interact with it. 

 
Activities: 

¶ Organizing the 1st Arab Conference for Science Journalists in Fez, Morocco in October 2008 

¶ Organizing the 1st Arab Science Journalism Awards in 2008 

¶ tǳōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ !Ǌŀō ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ Guidebook for the  Arab Science Journalist written in 18 chapters by 

18 experienced Arab science journalists 

¶ Organizing two seminars in Cairo for Egyptian science journalists 

¶ Organizing four science cafés at El-Sawy Culture Wheel for the general Egyptian public 

¶ Co-organizing a workshop in Jordan for Jordanian journalists on clinical trials 

¶ Keeping ASJA members up-to-date with international events, scholarships and opportunities through 

a semi-regular newsletter 

¶ ParticipatinƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ CŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ WƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘǎΩ ǘǿƻ-year mentoring program for science 

journalists in Africa and the Middle East 

¶ Engaging in a strategic partnership with the National Association of Science Writers, U.S. 

¶ Providing opportunities for ASJA members to attend international conferences in cooperation 
with international organizations 

¶ Issuing membership cards for ASJA members 

¶ ASJA members e-group (main method of networking and communication with between 
members) 

¶ Organizing the Egyptian Environmental Journalism Awards 2008 in cooperation with Wadi 
Environmental Science Center 

¶ Organizing a special session on environmental journalism on World Environment Day 2008 in 
cooperation with the British Council, Egypt 
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ASJA has been a member of the World Federation of Science Journalists since it was an online network of 

journalists in 2004. 

 

Board members (organized alphabetically by first name): 

 

Bothina Osama 

IslamOnline.net, Egypt 

 

Habib Maalouf 

As-Safeer Newspaper, Lebanon 

 

Hanan Al-Kiswany 

Al-Ghad Newspaper, Jordan 

 

Magdy Said, Egypt (ASJA President) 

IslamOnline.net, Egypt 

 

Mohammed Qamari

Sawt Al-Ahrar, Algeria 

 

Musa Fadlallah

Radio Sudan 

 

Zeinab Ghosn 

As-Safeer Newspaper, Lebanon 

 

¢Ƙƛǎ ōƻŀǊŘΩǎ ǘŜǊƳ ōŜƎŀƴ in December 2009 and will end in December 2011. 

 

The Arab Science & Technology Foundation (ASTF) (www.astf.net), under whose umbrella ASJA is officially 

registered, is an independent, nongovernmental, non-profit regional and international organization. Scientists 

and researchers from inside and outside the Arab world as well as representatives of Arab and international 

science centers and organizations have contributed to its establishment. It is based in Sharjah, UAE, and has six 

branches and is seeking to establish additional link branches and links in those Arab and world capitals that 

have scientific entities willing to participate in its activities. ASTF has a network of 13,000 Arab Scientists, 

Engineers & Technology Entrepreneurs and Cooperates with more than 400 International Entities. The Arab 

http://www.astf.net/
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{ŎƛŜƴŎŜ ϧ ¢ŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ !{W!Ωǎ Ƴŀƛƴ ƳƻǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜǊ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƛǘǎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ƭŀǳƴŎƘ 

under ASTFΩǎ ǳƳōǊŜƭƭŀ ƛƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нллсΦ 

Vision: 

Science and technology constitute a strategic source of Arab power, which could be leveraged if efforts unite 
and goals crystallize. Any form of support for research and development in the Arab world represents a step 
further along the pathway of Arab future. 

Mission: 

ASTF encourages and supports excellence and innovation in scientific and technological research in the Arab 
countries and is committed to promoting coordination and cooperation among scientists and scientific 
organizations for the sake of applying knowledge to the service of sustainable development in the Arab 
countries. 

Board of Directors: 

Dr. Abdalla A. Alnajjar 
President - Arab Science and Technology Foundation 
United Arab Emirates 

Prof. Nihad Mohamed El Chazly 
Professor - Mechanical Engineering Department, National Research Center 
Egypt 

Prof. Fakhreddine Othman Karray 
Professor - Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering, University of Waterloo 
Canada 

Dr. Issa Eid Batarseh 
Associate Professor in Electrical Engineering - Assistant Dean of Graduate Affairs 
University of Central Florida  
U.S.A 

Dr. Osama O. Awadelkarim 
Professor of Engineering Science and Mechanics & Associate Director of the Center for Nanotechnology 
Education and Utilization, Pennsylvania State University,  
U.S.A 

Prof. Badiaâ Lyoussi 
University Sidi Mohamed Ben Abdelah Arab Union of Pharmacology-Faculty of Science  
Morocco 
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Prof. Samira I. Islam 
Head of Drug Monitoring Unit King Abdulaziz University Hosital King Fahd Medical Research Center,  
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 

Dr. Ibrahim Elfadel 
Senior Scientist, IBM System and Technology Group, Yorktown Heights.  
U.S.A 

Prof. Moza Al-Rabban 
Associate Physics professor, Qatar University  
Qatar 

Honorary Members: 

Dr. Mowafak M. Al-Jassim 
Principal Scientist / Group Leader - National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) 
U.S.A 

Prof. Fathi Hassan Ghorbel 
Professor - Department of Mechanical Engineering and Bioengineering, Rice University 
U.S.A 

 

The National Association of Science Writers (U.S.): 

In 1934, a dozen pioneering science reporters established the National Association of Science Writers at a 
meeting in New York. They wanted a forum in which to join forces to improve their craft and encourage 
conditions that promote good science writing. 

The association was formally incorporated in 1955 with a charter to "foster the dissemination of accurate 
information regarding science through all media normally devoted to informing the public." 

Over the years, its officers have included both freelancers and employees of most of the major newspapers, 
wire services, magazines, and broadcast outlets in the country. 

Above all, NASW fights for the free flow of science news. 

NASW Officers: 

Mariette DiChristina Gerosa, president 
Scientific American 

mailto:mdichristina@sciam.com
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Nancy Shute, vice president 
U.S. News & World Report 

Peggy Girshman, treasurer 
Congressional Quarterly 

Ron Winslow, secretary 
Wall Street Journal 

Board members-at-large: 

Beryl Lieff Benderly 
Freelance 

Kelli Whitlock Burton 
Freelance 

Glennda Chui 
Symmetry 

Terry Devitt 
University of Wisconsin-Madison/The Why Files 

Dan Ferber 
Freelance 

Bob Finn 
International Medical News Group 

Robin Marantz Henig 
Freelance 

Tom Paulson 
Seattle Post-Intelligencer 

Tabitha M. Powledge 
Freelance 

Vikki Valentine 
National Public Radio 

Mitch Waldrop 
Nature 

mailto:nshute@usnews.com
mailto:pgirshman@msn.com
mailto:Ron.Winslow@wsj.com
mailto:Blbink@aol.com
mailto:kelli_whitlock@nasw.org
mailto:glennda@glenndachui.com
mailto:trdevitt@wisc.edu
mailto:ferber@nasw.org
mailto:finn@nasw.org
mailto:robinhenig@nasw.org
mailto:tompaulson@seattlepi.com
mailto:tam@nasw.org
mailto:VValentine@npr.org
mailto:mmwaldrop@gmail.com
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Other key NASW Personnel: 

Tinsley Davis, executive director 

Lynne Friedmann, editor 
ScienceWriters 

Russell Clemings, cybrarian 
A'ndrea Elyse Messer, NASW assistant cybrarian 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:director@nasw.org
mailto:LFriedmann@nasw.org
http://www.nasw.org/join/swsample.htm
mailto:cybrarian@nasw.org
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Letters of support:  

For the purpose of this bid, we have received letters of support from the following individuals and 

organizations: 

1. Magdy Said, President of the Arab Science Journalists Association 

2. Mariette DiChristina, NASW President 

 (and ς in alphabetical order): 

3. !Φ !ǎǎŀΩŜŘƛΣ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ Regional Director, WHO-EMRO 

4. Abdelmonem Abulfotouh, Secretary General, Arab Medical Union 

5. Abeer Saady, Board Member and Manager of Professional Development and Training, Egyptian 

WƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘǎΩ {ȅƴŘƛŎŀǘŜ 

6. Adnan Hamoui, Editor-in-chief, Oloom Magazine (Arabic version of Scientific American), Kuwait 

7. Ahmed Zewail, 1999 Nobel Prize in Chemistry, Linus Pauling Chair Professor of Chemistry & 

Physics, Director, Physical Biology Center for UST, California Institute of Technology 

8. Angele Luh-Sy, Information Officer, UNEP Regional Office for Africa, Founder of African Network 

of Environmental Journalists 

9. Assem El-Kersh, Editor-in-Chief, Al-Ahram Weekly Newspaper 

10. Christian Hülshörster, Director, DAAD Cairo office (German Academic Exchange Service) 

11. Cristine Russel, President, Council for the Advancement of Science Writing (U.S.) 

12. David Dickson, Director, SciDev.net 

13. Eglal Rached, Regional Director, International Development Research Center, Middle East and 

North Africa  

14. Emad El-Din Adly, Chairman of the Arab Office for Youth and Environment, General Coordinator 

of Arab Network for Environment and Development 

15. Farouk El-Baz, Director, Center for Remote Sensing, Boston University 

16. Ginger Pinholster, Director, AAAS Public Programs 

17. Hany El Nazer, President, National Research Centre 

18. Hany Mahfouz Hilal, Minister of Higher Education and Minister of State for Scientific Research 

19. Hicham Mourad, Managing Editor, Al-Ahram Hebdo Weekly Newspaper 

20. Hisham Gaafar, General Manager, Media International 

21. Ibrahim Abdel Gelil, Vice Dean of Technological Studies, Director of Environmental Management 

Program, Arabian Gulf University 

22. Julia Race, Deputy Director, British Council Egypt 

23. Khaled AbuZeid, Managing Director, Egyptian Water Partnership 

24. Lawrence Pintak, Director, Kamal Adham Center for Journalism Training and Research, American 

University in Cairo 

25. Lynn Sigouin Freiji, Founder and Director, Wadi Environmental Science Center  
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26. Mahmoud Abu-Zeid, President, Arab Water Council 

27. Michael Scoullos, Chairman, Mediterranean Information Office for Environment, Culture and 

Sustainable Development 

28. Mike Vertigans, Directorof Public Affairs, Weill Cornell Medical College in Qatar, Qatar 

Foundation 

29. Mohamed Ahachad, Executive Director, Arab Science & Technology Foundation 

30. Mohamed El Sawy, Founder of El Sawy Culture Wheel 

31. Mohamed Salmawy, President, Arab Writers Union 

32. Mohamed Sheridah, President, National Institute of Oceanography and Fisheries 

33. aƻƴŜŜŦ ½ƻǳΩōƛΣ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ DŜƴŜǊŀƭΣ LǎƭŀƳƛŎ ²ƻǊƭŘ !ŎŀŘŜƳȅ ƻŦ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜǎ 

34. Mustafa El Tayeb, Director, Division for Science Policy and Sustainable Development, UNESCO 

35. Nadia Makram Ebeid, Executive Director, Center for Environment and Development for the Arab 

Region and Europe (CEDARE) 

36. Randa Fouad, President, Arab Media Forum for Environment and Development (AMFED) 

37. Sharon Moshavi, Senior Director of New Initiatives, International Center for Journalists 

38. Tarek Hussein, President, Egyptian Academy of Scientific Research & Technology (ASRT) 

39. Yousef Zadeh, Manager of International Conferences Division, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

40. Zahi Hawass, Secretary General, Egyptian Ministry of Culture Supreme Council of Antiquities 
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