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The Arab Science Journalists Association

In partnership with

The National Association of Science Writers (U.S.)

Is happy to present this
Bidto host the

7" World Conference for Science Journalists

In Cairo, Egypt in 2011
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Executive Summary:

The Arab Science Journalists Association (ASJA) has partnered with the National Association of Science
Writers (NASWin aco-bid to host the ¥ World Conference foScience Journalis(8VCSJ7h Cairo,

Egypt in 2011. This partnership stems from the twinning relationship forged between the two
associations in 2007 under the umbrella of the World Federation of Science Journalists (WFSJ).

ASJA and NASW believe Cdigypt is an ideal location for the WCSJ7 due to the following reasons:

1 Egypt lies both in the Arab world and in Africa and thus represents two very important regions
of the world. This would be the first time for the WCSJ to be held in either region.

9 Cairo is readily accessible from anywhere in the world and lies midway between East and West.

1 Prices in Egypt are relatively cheap. Participants will find a wide range of accommodations to
choose from that suit all tastes and budgets.

1 Egypt combines botmillenniumsworth of science history with a rich contemporasgientific
environment.

1 Egypt boasts 18 government universities; 21 private universities, academies and learning
institutes; 26 protectorates; 48 museums; atfdrteen research centers.

9 Othercountries in Africa and the Arab world are very easily accessible from Cairo and we
believe this conference could be an excellent opportunity for participating journalists to visit
sciencerelated projects not only in Egypt but all over the region.

9 Cairo § purported to be the cultural capital of the Arab world.

f 932 LJiQa aOASyOS 22dANyIlfAiadta F2N¥Y GKS fINBSad Y
inthe entire Arab world. Egypt also has a long history in science journalism going back to the
18" century.

 Egyptcontainsafullor@ KA NR 2F (KS ¢g2NI RQa | yiAljdAGASE | yF
its richPharaonic, Coptic, and Islamic histories.

1 Egypt lies on the Red Sea and the Mediterranean Sea. The mainland together with the Sinai
PehyadzZ | o2Fad az2ySsS 2F (GKS ¢2NI RQa Yz2ad LJ2LJdz | |
NESFa Ay (GKS g2NI R ¢KS O2dzy iNEQa 3IS23INI LIKE NI
and delta, to desert oases, and the mountains of prophets in Sinai.
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The Arab Science Journalists Association officially registered in December 2006 as a network under the
umbrella of the Arab Science & Technology Foundation in the United Arab Emirates. Its founding
members, however, had been working on creating this nelwgince 2003 and ASJA actually became a
member of the WFSJ in 2004, two years before it was an official entity.

In the seven years its members have been active, ASJA has been gradually gaining experience in
organizing activities and events. Perhaps tw@smost important outputs have been creating its
Guiddookfor the Arab Science Journalistbook written by 18 different contributors from the Arab
science journalism community, in addition to organizing tfiéfab Conference for Science Journalists
in October 2008 in Fez, Morocco.

F{W Q& LI NILYSNARKALI gAGK b! {2 KIFa 2yfe YIRS AG adN
NASW to attend its annual meeting. Among the most important outcomes of this visit was a meeting

between both boards thatvas a tremendous learning opportunity for ASJA as a nascent association,

especially since NASW has more than 70 years of experience under its cap. The personal relationships

that have formed between ASJA and NASW meménedsthe joint activities that havensued between

the two associationbave resulted in a strong partnership that we belie@am be a role model for

similar partnerships under the WFSJ umbrella.

We also believe this €ebid is a unique opportunity to create a unique mudtiltural experiece should

the 7" World Conference for Science Journalists be held in Cairo under the patronage and organization
of both associationsThis unique cdvid will also result in building on the experiences, skills and
knowledge of both associations to organizbat we believe could perhaps be one of the strongest
WCSJs to be held-tiate.

ASJA and NASW have worked together for the past two months to present this bid to the WFSJ board.
As you read on, you will see that we have created very strong internatieaaid to execute the bid and
later on the conference, while at the same time holding on to our distinct Arab and African feel.

Our vision is to hold a truly international conference organized by international teams with a special
focus on developing worl@jdzNY I t AdiaQ ySSRad ! yR 2dz2NJ gAaizy Aa i
F2NBFNRY(G 2F AYOGSNYylLidAzylLt aOASyOS 22daNyIFfAadaqQ

ASJA and NASW give their sincere gratitude to the board of the World Federation of Science Journalists
for consideringhis bid.

On behalf of the bid committees,

st A.EAuaty

Nadia ElAwady
WCSJ7 in Cairo Bid Coordinator
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About the CoBidders

The Arab Science Journalists Association (ABJ&Ahotfor-profit network of Arab science journalists

registered under the umbrella of the Arab Science & Technology Foundation in Sharjah, the United Arab
Emirates. It was officially launched on December 13, 2006 and now includes more than 175 nfiemb&rs
countries.The Arab Science Journalists Association strongly believes in the vital role media can play in creating
a strong Arab science & technology (S&T) renaissance.

Mission:
1 Providing journalists with the skills needed to cover science withdiandards of professionalism
9 The popularization of science among the general Arab public
1 Supporting tpefree flow of inforrpation t;etween scivenAtists, jqurnalis‘gs, and the pbmﬂikarge to ensure A
LIS2LJ SaQ NAIKUOUA 02 dzy RS Nien ihtgrRdofsdiende hbwiit affecis thigrh, LILIS Y A 'y
and how they can positively interact with it.
Activities:
f Organizing the®*lArab Conference for Science Journalists in Fez, Morocco in October 2008
f Organizing the®lArab Science Journalism Awards in 2008
f tdzof A&AKAY3 G K&uidebdhkodthe Arat\SriéheeIourfiakshtinin 18 chapters by
18 experienced Arab science journalists
9 Organizing two seminars in Cairo for Egyptian science journalists
9 Organizing four science cafés aSalvy Cultue Wheel for the general Egyptian public
9 Coorganizing a workshop in Jordan for Jordanian journalists on clinical trials
1 Keeping ASJA memberstopdate with international events, scholarships and opportunities through
a semiregular newsletter
 Participatrd AY GKS 2 2NI R CSRS NJI-yedr tghtorhprofraif@ stiénBe W2 dzNJ/ |
journalists in Africa and the Middle East
1 Engaging in a strategic partnership with the National Association of Science Writers, U.S.
9 Providing opportunities for ASJAembers to attend international conferences in cooperation
with international organizations
9 Issuing membership cards for ASJA members
1 ASJA membersgroup (main method of networking and communication with between
members)
1 Organizing the Egyptian Environmental Journalism Awards 2008 in cooperatioiVadth
EnvironmentalScienceCenter
1 Organizing a special session on environmental journalism on World Environment Day 2008 in

cooperation with the British Council, Egypt
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ASJA &s been a member of the World Federation of Science Journalists since it was an online network of
journalists in 2004.

Board memberg$organized alphabetically by first name)

Bothina Osama
IslamOnline.net, Egypt

Habib Maalouf
AsSafeer Newspapédrebanon

Hanan AKiswany
ALGhad Newspaper, Jordan

Magdy Said, Egypt (ASJA President)
IslamOnline.net, Egypt

Mohammed Qamari
Sawt AlAhrar, Algeria

Musa Fadlallah
Radio Sudan

Zeinab Ghosn
AsSafeer Newspaper, Lebanon

¢ KAa 02 NRi@Beceint®NeB09 an ill-eyd in December 2011.

The Arab Science & Technology Foundation (ASTv.astf.ne), under whose umbrella ASJA is officially
registeredjs an independent, nongovernmental, nprofit regional and international organization. Scientists
and researchers from inside and outside the Arab world as well as representatives of Arab and international
science centers and organizations have contedub its establishment. It is based in Sharjah, UAE, and has six
branches and is seeking to establish additional link branches and links in those Arab and world capitals that
have scientific entities willing to participate in its activities. ASTF hasvankeof 13,000 Arab Scientists,
Engineers & Technology Entrepreneurs and Cooperates with more than 400 International Ehttidsab
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{ OASYyOS 9 ¢SOKyz2ft238& C2dzyRIFIGA2y KlFa o6SSy ! {WwW Qa Yl
under ASTB&a dzYO NBtft I Ay 5SOSYOSNIHAnncod

Vision:

Science and technology constitute a strategic source of Arab power, which could be leveraged if efforts unite
and goals crystallize. Any form of support for research and development in the Arab world represents a step
further along the pathway of Arab future.

Mission:

ASTF encourages and supports excellence and innovation in scientific and technological research in the Arab
countries and is committed to promoting coordination and cooperation among scientists andfcienti

organizations for the sake of applying knowledge to the service of sustainable development in the Arab
countries.

Board of Directors:

Dr. Abdalla A. Alnajjar
President Arab Science and Technology Foundation
United Arab Emirates

Prof. Nihad Mohamed Elhazly
Professor Mechanical Engineering Department, National Research Center

Egypt

Prof. Fakhreddine Othman Karray
Professor Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering, University of Waterloo
Canada

Dr. Issa Eid Batarseh

Associate Professor Electrical EngineeringAssistant Dean of Graduate Affairs
University of Central Florida

US.A

Dr. Osama O. Awadelkarim

Professor of Engineering Science and Mechanics & Associate Director of the Center for Nanotechnology
Education and Utilization, Penhggnia State University,

US.A

Prof. Badia& Lyoussi

University Sidi Mohamed Ben Abdelah Arab Union of PharmaeBlogyty of Science
Morocco
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Prof. Samira I. Islam
Head of Drug Monitoring Unit King Abdulaziz University Hosital King Fahd Medical Reeatech
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia

Dr. Ibrahim Elfadel
Senior Scientist, IBM System and Technology Group, Yorktown Heights.
US.A

Prof. Moza ARabban
Associate Physics professor, Qatar University
Qatar

Honorary Members:

Dr. Mowafak M. Alassim

PrincipalScientist / Group LeadeNational Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL)
USA

Prof. Fathi Hassan Ghorbel

Professor Department of Mechanical Engineering and Bioengineering, Rice University
US.A

The National Association of Science Writers (U.S.):

In 1934 a dozen pioneering science reporters established the National Association of Science Writers at a
meeting in New York. They wanted a forum in which to join forces to improve their craft and encourage
conditions that promote good science writing.

The assdation was formally incorporated in 1955 with a charter to "foster the dissemination of accurate
information regarding science through all media normally devoted to informing the public."

Over the years, its officers have included both freelancers andogiegs of most of the major newspapers,
wire services, magazines, and broadcast outlets in the country.

Above all, NASW fights for the free flow of science news.
NASW Officers:

Mariette DiChristina Gerospresidant
Scientific American

Cairo Bid; ConfidentialDocument 6
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Nancy Shuteyice president
U.S. News & World Report

Peggy Girshmatreasurer
Congressional Quarterly

Ron Winslowsecretary
Wall Street Journal

Board memberst-large

Beryl Lieff Benderly
Freelance

Kelli Whitlock Burton
Freelance

Glennda Chu
Symmetry

Terry Devitt

University of WisconsiMadison/The Why Files

Dan Ferber
Freelance

Bob Finn

International Medical News Group

Robin Marantz Henig
Freelance

Tom Paulson
Seattle Posintelligencer

Tabitha M. Powledge
Freelance

Vikki Valentine
National Public Radio

Mitch Waldrop
Nature
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Other key NASW Personnel

Tinsley Davigxecutive director

LynneFriedmanneditor
ScienceWriters

Russell Clemingsybrarian
A'ndrea Elyse MesséMASWAssistant cybrarian
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Letters of support:

For the purposef this bid, we have received letters of support from the following individuals and
organizations

1
2.

Magdy Said, President of the Arab Science Journalists Association
Mariette DiChristina, NASW President

(andc in alphabetical order):

3.
4,
5.

10.
11
12.
13

14.

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21

22,
23.
24,

25,

I & | &al QSHRegichal Digeciok, WHEMRO

Abdelmonem Abulfotouh, Secretary General, Arab Medical Union

Abeer Saady, Board Member and Manager of Professional Development and Training, Egyptian
W2daNy I fAadaQ {@8yRAOFGS

Adnan Hamoui, Editen-chief, Oloom Magazine (Arabiersion of Scientific American), Kuwait
Ahmed Zewail, 1999 Nobel Prize in Chemistiiyus Pauling Chair Professor of Chemistry &
Physics, Director, Physical Biology Center for UST, California Institute of Technology
AngeleLuhSy, Information Officer, UNERegional Office for Africa, Founder of Afribeetwork

of Environmenal Journalists

Assem EKersh, Editoin-Chief, AlAhram Weekly Newspaper

Christian HulshorsteDirector, DAAD Cairo officgserman Academic Exchange Service)

Cristine RusseRresident, Council for the Advancement of Science Writing (U.S.)

David Dickson, Director, SciDev.net

Eglal Rached, Regional Director, International Development Research Center, Middle East and
North Africa

Emad EDin Adly, Chairman of the Arab Office ¥wuth and Environment, General Coordinator
of Arab Network for Environment and Development

Farouk EBaz, Director, Center for Remote Sensing, Boston University

Ginger Pinholster, Director, AAAS Public Programs

Hany El Nazer, President, National Rese@wettre

Hany Mahfouz Hilal, Minister of Higher Education and Minister of State for Scientific Research
Hicham Mourad, Managing Editor-Ahram Hebdo Weekly Newspaper

Hisham Gaafar, General Manager, Media International

Ibrahim Abdel Gelil, Vice Dean of Tealogical Studies, Director of Environmental Management
Program, Arabian Gulf University

Julia Race, Deputy Director, British Council Egypt

Khaled AbuZzeid, Managing Director, Egyptian Water Partnership

Lawrence Pintak, Director, Kamal Adham Center fomadism Training and Research, American
University in Cairo

Lynn Sigouin Freifrounder and DirectokVadi EnvironmentalScienceCenter
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26. Mahmoud AbudZeid, President, Arab Water Council

27. Michael Scoullos, Chairman, Mediterranean Information Office for Emwient, Culture and
Sustainable Development

28. Mike Vertigans, Directorof Public Affairs, Weill Cornell Medical College in Qatar, Qatar
Foundation

29. Mohamed Ahachad, Executive Director, Arab Science & Technology Foundation

30. Mohamed El Sawy, Founder of El S@mjture Wheel

31. Mohamed Salmawy, President, Arab Writers Union

32. Mohamed Sheridah, President, National Institute of Oceanography and Fisheries

33a2ySST %2dzQoAX 5ANBOG2NI DSYSNItx LatlrYAO 22NIR

34. Mustafa El Tayeb, Director, Division for Scierm& and Sustainable Development, UNESCO

35. Nadia Makram Ebeid, Executive Director, Center for Environment and Development for the Arab
Region and Europe (CEDARE)

36. Randa Fouad, President, Arab Media Forum for Environment and Development (AMFED)

37. Sharon MoshayiSenior Director of New Initiatives, International Center for Journalists

38. Tarek Hussein, President, Egyptian Academy of Scientific Research & Technology (ASRT)

39. Yousef Zadeh, Manager of International Conferences Division, Ministry of Foreign Affairs

40. Zahi Fhwass, Secretary General, Egyptian Ministry of Culture Supreme Council of Antiquities
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