World Federation of Science Journalists

Minutes of the General Assembly (London)

Wednesday %1 July 2009; 1630 to 1830
John Tudor room,™ floor, Central Hall Westminster, London (Unitechigblom)

Present:
See attached list of association representativsggtrticipated and voteAnnex 1

1.

Pallab Ghosh proposed adoption of agenda and ahihetes of the 18 April 2007
General Assembly held in Melbourne. Both were agldptithout modifications.

Report from Pallab Ghosh, President

Pallab said a few words about the accomplishmdrttsegprevious two years,
particularly the SJCOOP project, which was a pheapat success, and the
development of the online course in science joismalnow available in six
languages, the latest being Chinese, thanks tavdhle of Jia Hepeng.

Pallab said that the member associations can loopeettheir Federation offer even
more in the future. He took the opportunity to tkand introduce to the Assembly
the members of the WFSJ Secretariat: Project MarigeOlfa Labassi, ICT
Specialist Augustin Denis, and Executive DirectardMarc Fleury.

Details of Pallab’s report as WFSJ President frgonil2007 to June 2009 can be
read in the WFSJ 2007-2009 Report “Empowermenutitdnowledge”, attached
asAnnex 2

WFSJ Advisory Board
Pallab, stressing the need for the Federationep kige expertise and experience of

previous board members and past presidents, préplosdollowing resolution which
was unanimously adopted by the general assembly:

RESOLUTION

The Executive Board will select and appoint, wilsd reorganize as it deems fit a
Board of Advisers made up of former presidentb@M/orld Federation and such other
notable individuals whom it determines may assistdvancing the aims and aspirations
of the Federation.



4. Report from Deborah Blum, Chair of the Program Comnittee

Deborah focussed her report explaining that thgfm team has decided to
develop a project on the reporting of climate cleang

Deborah explained that the Climate Change Projacispto deliver a multiplatform
product that would include a book, a web site atbDa The project will focus on
‘what science journalists do that is unique in réipg climate change’.

The Climate Change Project will deliver examplegadd reporting. It will
explain how to understand such a complex issué, tigis sheets. It will become a
learning resource. It will also take to the roaga®ries of traveling workshops.

Other information on WFSJ Program activities carfidasd inAnnex 2
5. Report from Nadia El-Awady, Chair of the Finance Canmittee

Nadia asked the Assembly to look at page 7 of 68 2- 2009 Reporfnnex 2
They could observe that, over the two-year pettiog financial situation of the
Federation has improved with its account increafiiog $27,604 to $47,047.

That period also included the completion of thenltion SJCOOP project which,
as required by donors, has been financially netdrahe WFSJ account. In reality,
the SJCOOP financing covered most of the costsaihtaining the WFSJ
secretariat, since the establishment of the Fedaratas one of the objectives of
SjCOOP.

She ended by highlighting the fact that the Fedmras now successfully
collecting the membership fees from its membemagr achievement of the
previous two years.

6. Questions and Discussion

Pallab then asked for approval of the reports byskif, Deborah and Nadia. The
assembly unanimously adopted the three reportsattsmeshed 2007 — 2009 WFSJ
Report,Annex 2

7. Amendments to the Constitution - |

A draft resolution on the creation of new categpoémembers was presented for
approval by the General Assembly. Pallab explathatithe new category of
‘associate partner’ would make it possible for Heeleration to widen its funding
and strengthen beneficial partnerships. Regularmeesni.e. associations of
science journalists and communicators, would kbepekclusive right to vote at
the WFSJ General Assembly.



Deborah said this new category of members wasiadifollowing the interest of
the Unites States’ Council for the Advancement@&fce Writing (CASW) to
join the Federation, mainly as an expression opstior the goals of the
Federation. She briefly described CASW, stresdiegcomplete sharing of goals
between the two organizations. See CASW webisitp://casw.org/

Following some discussion, mainly regarding thednteeclearly distinguish
‘associate partners’ (like CASW) from ‘commerciahgpanies and private
corporations’, the General Assembly approved aleeaersion of the amendment
to the Constitution which now creates two new catieg of members: ‘associate
partners’ and ‘corporate partners’. The adoptedraiments produce a new version
of article 3, the essential changes being the tioseof the new paragraphs b) and
c). See the full text of the new modified constdntasannex 3

The discussion on this amendment also led to aflnation of sub-article 3.6, in
the advent that the General Assembly would notebe Wwithin two years of the
previous one.

Article 3: Membership and Partnership (new title)

3.1 The WESJ is an "umbrella" organization; thiis,members are other organizations
and associations, including mainly national asstioias of science writers, journalists,
editors, and communicators. (no modification)

3.2 Individuals can be represented via a nationad oegional association of science
writers or journalists in their region or throughe International Science Writers
Association (ISWA)(no modification)

3.3 To become a member of the WFSJ an associatishapply and be accepted in
accordance with this Constitution. Membership amadgtfership applications will be
examined and accepted or refused by the Board @JMpew paragraph)

3.3 To become a member of the WFSJ, an applicastt apply and be accepted in
accordance with this Constitution. Membership ef Bederation shall consist of the
following three categories: Ordinary, Associatedaorporate. (new paragraph)

a) Ordinary Membership shall be open to any association, network or grofip
professional journalists who support the objectigéthe Federation and whose
candidacy in this category is ruled appropriatethg WFSJ Board. Ordinary Members
shall pay an Annual Membership Fee set by the BxecBoard, and are entitled to one
vote per member at the General Assembly. (new)

b) Associate Partnership shall be open to any association, council, orgatan, board,
foundation, institute, network, or group which sagp the objectives of the Federation
and whose candidacy in this category is ruled t@ppropriate by the WFSJ Executive
Board. Associate Partners shall pay an annual faglwshall be set by the WFSJ Board.



Representatives of Associate Partners may partieipadebates on matters of business
at any General Assembly, but shall not be entiibedbte. (new)

b) Corporate Partnership shall be open to any statutory organizations, lisar
corporations, and public and private companies \Wrgapports the objectives of the
Federation and whose candidacy in this categomylied to be appropriate by Executive
Board of WFSJ. Corporate Partners shall pay an airfiee which shall be set by the
WFSJ Board. Representatives of Corporate Partnexg participate in debates on
matters of business at any General Assembly, alitisbt be entitled to vote. (new)

3.4 Members who violate the spirit of the WFSJ stuti®n, or who do not fulfill duties
and responsibilities of membership, particularlyr@gard to the timely payment of
membership fees, will be warned by the Executie@d@nd cease to be members if
three such warnings go unheeded. (no modification)

3.5 Members who have not paid their contributiarselthe right to vote. (no
modification)

3.6 Board members are normally elected at the W@ddference of Science Journalists.
In the advent of a World Conference not being ettin two years of the previous one,
elections of the Board members will be done eleatadly. (new)

Pallab concluded his term as President thankingdoo@mbers, particularly Past
President Wilson da Silva and Vice-President D{panifade, who were leaving the
WEFSJ, having reached the limit of two terms onEkecutive Board.

8. Amendment to the Constitution - Il

At Pallab’s request, Véronique Morin, former WF3$&drdent from 2002 to 2004,
took over the chairing of the General Assembly.

She explained that there was a contradiction withéenWFSJ Constitution which, in
article 5.1 says that the Executive Board will ut# the Past President while in
article 5.2 says: “A Board member can be electe@d fmaximum of two consecutive
terms”. She proposed the following resolution towsahe 2 terms limit for a
President who becomes Past President and hasyafead two terms on the
Board.

The proposed changes, approved by the General Abgamake article 5 modified
in the following way;

Article 5: Executive Board
5.1 The Executive Board is the administrative apérational body of the WFSJ and

consists of seven members: a President, a Pastdergsone Vice-president, one
Secretary, one Treasurer, and two at-large memiassmodification)



5.2 Members of the board are to be elected everywars when the General Assembly
meets. The President of the WFSJ must be a sqgmuncrlist who is an active member

of a WFSJ member association, and a citizen oh#tien that becomes the next host
nation. All Board members have to be present atzbeeral Assembly to be elected. The
Board should reflect as much as possible its meghiigand cover most regions of the
world. A Board member can be elected for a maximatitwo consecutive terms, except
for a member of the Board who becomes Past Pressi@minations for the board will

be accepted one month prior to the General Asser(rolydified paragraph)

5.3 The Board acts within the regulations of thea§tution and those decisions imposed

by the General Assembly, but also within the limita budget. (no modification)

9. Election of Board members

The General Assembly approved the election of neavdmembers:

President Ms. Nadia El-Awady Middle East Journalist
(Egypt)
Past President Mr. Pallab Ghosh Europe Science
(UK) Correspondent,
British

Broadcasting
Corporation

Vice-President

Ms. Valeria Roman

Latin America

Journalist, Clarin

(Argentina) newspaper
General Counsel Ms. Natasha Mitchell Asia Journalist,
and Secretary (Australia) Australian
Broadcasting
Corporation
Treasurer & Chair | Mr. Hepeng Jia Asia-Pacific Editor-in-chief,
of Finance (China) Science News Bi-
Committee weekly
Member-at-Large | Ms. Deborah Blum North America Journalist &
(USA) author
Member-at-Large | Mr. Christophe Africa Journalist, La
& Chair of Mvondo (Cameroon) Nouvelle
Programme Expression
Committee newspaper

10.Word from WFSJ President Nadia ElI-Awady

Nadia expressed her gratitude for the trust punbynber associations and the

previous board members in her, to preside oveF#ueration, and direct the next

World Conference of Science Journalists to be meairo, in April 2011.




She described previous unsuccessful attemptsiagtty establish sustained
communications with presidents of member associati8he said she will work
hard to establish communications and making swecaations ‘tell us what to do’.
She renewed the commitment of the Board to reatkbanember associations and
listen to their suggestions. Nadia announced tim&valistserv for opening and
maintaining a dialogue would be put in place.

She ended welcoming everyone to Cairo for anothectacular World Conference
of Science Journalists.



Annex 1: Voting representatives of member assodians at the £ July 2009 WFESJ
General Assembly, London (United Kingdom)

Voting representatives of member associations at hWFSJ General Assembly
1% July 2009, London (United Kingdom)

Association Representative Title
African Federation of Science Journalists Mr. Diran Onifade Pres
Arab Science Journalists Association Mr. Magdy Said Pres
Association for Science Writers & Journalists Intellect - Russia | Ms. Ljubna Strelnikova Rep
Association of British Science Writers Mr. Ted Nield Pres
Australian Science Communicators Ms. Jenni Metcalfe Rep
Bangladesh Science Writers & Journalists Forum Mr. Mohammad Kawsar Uddin | Rep
Cameroon Science For Life Mr. Christophe Mvondo Pres
Canadian Science Writers' Association Ms. Kathryn O’Hara Pres
Catalan Association for Scientific Communication Ms. Mercé Piqueras Pres
Chilean Association of Science Journalists Ms. Antonieta Garcia Rep
Chinese Society for Science and Technology Journalism Mr. Huang Anwen Exec. Member
Danish Science Journalists' Association Mr. Morten Busch Rep
Dutch Association of Science Journalists Mr. Elmar Veerman Sec
European Union of Science Journalists' Associations Mr. Hans-Joachim Neubert Pres
Finnish Association of Science Editors and Journalists Ms Raili Leino Pres
French association of science journalists - AJSPI Mr. Philippe Pajot Pres
German Science Journalists' Association - WPK Mr. Jan Lublinski Rep
German Association of Science Writers - TELI Mr. Wolfgang Goede Rep
International Science Writers Association Mr. Jim Cornell Pres
Irish Science & Technology Journalists Association Ms. Anna Nolan VP
Italian Association of Science Journalists Ms. Cristina Valsecchi Rep
Japanese Association of Science and Technology Journalists | Ms. Mariko Takahashi Rep
Media for Environment, Science, Health and Agriculture Ms. Sheila Ochugboju Chairman
Medical Journalists Association of Japan Mr. Kenji Makino Rep
National Association of Science Writers Ms. Deborah Blum Rep
Nigeria Association of Science Journalists Mr. Onche Onde Rep
Quebec Science Communicators Association Mr. Mathieu-Robert Sauvé Pres
Rwanda Association for Science Journalists Mr. Aimable Twahirwa Pres
South African Science Journalists Association* Mr. George Classens Pres
Uganda Science Journalists Association Mr. William Odinga Pres

*The Secretariat of the WFSJ made an error that did not allow South Africa to vote, though the Association was a
full member of the Federation. The WFSJ Secretariat regrets this error.




Annex 2: Report by 2007 — 2009 WFESJ President PallaGhosh

See attached WFSJ 2007 — 2009 Report “Empowermenigh Journalism”.

Annex 3: WESJ Constitution (revised)

Constitution

World Federation of Science Journalists

Preamble

In the increasingly borderless world of the 21sttagy, a world dominated by
international operating systems, global communacegtinetworks, and pan-national
commercial, educational, and cultural institutiosigence and technology journalists
need comparable global organizations to matchanahteract' these major socio-
political-economic developments. Such global visamil access is all the more necessary
as science and technology continues to evolve &tlriver, and potential destroyer, of
human progress. This applies to the industrialaedell as the developing countries.
Although there are distinct centres of excellermoeiad the world, much scientific
research is no longer being confined by geograpbaraiers or political boundaries.
Science news of interest and importance to peofeyehere can originate anywhere.
At the same time, many problems and challengelseoirtodern age -- climate change,
runaway population, emerging diseases, environrhpatiation, ecological degradation,
and even techno-terrorism -- are global issues.

The concept of a truly international, non-politicall-inclusive organization -- a World
Federation of Science Journalists (WFSJ) -- igectiresponse to the new awareness of
science's internationalism. A proposal for suchdefation was made at the First World
Conference of Science Journalists in Tokyo in 1&8@ later formally included as part of
the statement issued by delegates to the Seconldl Wonference, held in Hungary in
1999. This statement, known as "The Budapest Datada’, specifically recognized
Article 19 of the United Nations Universal Declaoatof Human Rights: "Everyone has
the right to freedom of opinion and expressiowithout interference ... and to seek,
receive, and impart information and ideas throughraedia and regardless of frontiers."

Within this framework, the WFSJ is designed to arssome specific needs of science
journalists. Despite their independent nature,njalists can be influenced and educated
by their colleagues from other countries. While pnemsues are the same no matter
where one works, there are political, social, amtlcal differences that shape both
science and journalism in different parts of theld:dt is professionally healthy to
discover and appreciate the quality and quantityonid reporting and research outside
one's national borders. Equally important, justs@sntists benefit from the contacts
made through international organizations, simikso&iations of journalists can create



invaluable mutual-assistance networks that can gpaglobe, especially in the era of the
Internet.

On another level, the WFSJ is intended as an ims&nt for making major scientific
guestions and technical issues transparent anésgidg the scientific illiteracy of much
of the world's citizenry. This means that sciermenalists can no longer be mere
translators of science ("clever spokespeople feearchers™) but rather they must be
thoughtful critics and commentators, linking therldaf science and technology to the
daily life of ordinary persons, clarifying the pesses of research and discovery, and
making the public aware of the social, economid, palitical context of science and
technology, and its impact on society.

The collective power and influence of the WFSJ ismavorldwide membership may also
encourage publishers and broadcast producers toatiednore space and time to science
(including health, technology, and environment)erage and to lend support to the
professional training of science journalists, esgcyoung journalists in the developing
world. One major goal is to assist the formatios@énce journalists' associations in
countries where there are none and to energizérexsrganizations.

In short, the WFSJ has the potential to promoteva culture of science journalism, one
that can cope with the challenges of the 21st cgrind live up to the principles of civil
society and democracy. Only well-informed and etkatpeople can understand the
consequences of scientific issues, or the appticatof research, and ultimately support
or reject them.

Article 1: Mission

1.1 The World Federation of Science Journalists $dJfs a non-profit, non-
governmental, international organization represgnsicience and technology journalists'
organizations in all parts of the world. WFSJ pritiyarepresents the interest of
associations of science journalists. The Federagioesigned to encourage the creation
of national associations, recognizing that it goaverful tool for networking and
improving science journalism. The WFSJ servesm@agans for science communicators
and journalists from all around the world to sharthe mutual benefits of an
international professional organization.

1.2 The WFSJ supports, respects, and works to geothe rights, safety, and livelihoods
of science journalists in all countries, regardiaglssace, religion, ethnicity, gender, age,
or sexual preference.



Article 2: Purposes and Objectives

2.1 The WESJ strives to improve communication betwie world scientific
community and general society by promoting and ritdifeg the free flow of information
both within that community and to the general pubiirough the news and information
media.

2.2 The WFSJ maintains a website and other meagi®lodl communication for
disseminating information about advances, achiemesnepportunities, and trends in
science journalism, as well as current issues,lenaty and threats to the field and its
practitioners.

2.3 The WFSJ facilitates and encourages trainiatyyorking, and education for science
journalists everywhere, and especially in the deielg world.

2.4 The WFSJ organizes regular exchanges betweareinber organizations and their
individual members, including site visits.

2.5 WFSJ members will convene every two years duhe World Conference of
Science Journalists, hosted by one member assotiati

2.6 The WFSJ helps to establish and maintain psafeal standards in science
journalism.

2.7 The WFSJ encourages the foundation of nat@ssdciations of science journalism
where there are none.

Article 3: Membership and Partnership

3.1 The WFSJ is an "umbrella” organization; thtssmembers are other organizations
and associations, including mainly national assmna of science writers, journalists,
editors, and communicators.

3.2 Individuals can be represented via a nationalregional association of science
writers or journalists in their region or througfetinternational Science Writers
Association (ISWA).

3.3 To become a member of the WFSJ an associatishapply and be accepted in
accordance with this Constitution. Membership aadrership applications will be
examined and accepted or refused by the Board SJVF

3.3 To become a member of the WFSJ, an applicast apply and be accepted in
accordance with this Constitution. Membership ef Bederation shall consist of the
following three categories: Ordinary, Associate] &orporate.



a) Ordinary Membership shall be open to any aason, network or group of
professional journalists who support the objectivkethe Federation and whose
candidacy in this category is ruled appropriateieyWFSJ Board. Ordinary Members
shall pay an Annual Membership Fee set by the BkexBoard, and are entitled to one
vote per member at the General Assembly.

b) Associate Partnership shall be open to any &ssmt, council, organization, board,
foundation, institute, network, or group which sagp the objectives of the Federation
and whose candidacy in this category is ruled tagy@opriate by the WFSJ Executive
Board. Associate Partners shall pay an annual feetvshall be set by the WFSJ Board.
Representatives of Associate Partners may parnteipalebates on matters of business at
any General Assembly, but shall not be entitledate.

b) Corporate Partnership shall be open to anytstgtorganizations, boards,
corporations, and public and private companies Wwhigports the objectives of the
Federation and whose candidacy in this categaonylésl to be appropriate by Executive
Board of WFSJ. Corporate Partners shall pay anariea which shall be set by the
WFSJ Board. Representatives of Corporate Partnaysparticipate in debates on matters
of business at any General Assembly, but shalbeantitled to vote.

3.4 Members who violate the spirit of the WFSJ tituntson, or who do not fulfill duties
and responsibilities of membership, particularlyegard to the timely payment of
membership fees, will be warned by the ExecutivarBpand cease to be members if
three such warnings go unheeded.

3.5 Members who have not paid their contributimselthe right to vote.

3.6 Board members are normally elected at the Woddference of Science Journalists.
In the advent of a World Conference not being hattlin two years of the previous one,
elections of the Board members will be done elextadly.

Article 4: General Assembly

4.1 The General Assembly, composed of all memietee primary deliberative body of
the WFSJ. The Assembly is open to all individuateee association is a member of the
WFSJ. But, only member associations can cast a Eaieh association has one vote, and
must nominate a delegate to cast its vote at time@eAssembly.

4.2 World conferences, and therefore General Askesylshould convene every two
years. The choice of the host country is to berdeted by the Board through a bidding
process open to member associations, which takes pluring the World Conference.

4.3 Proposals to change or amend the Constitutigst be circulated to member
organizations at least one month in advance ofree@&Assembly. A majority of



members must be represented at the General Asséontlgke any changes or
amendments to the Constitution, with such actiguireng a two-thirds vote of those in
attendance.

4.4 The General Assembly elects the WFSJ ExecBiaed and the President.

Article 5: Executive Board

5.1 The Executive Board is the administrative apérational body of the WFSJ and
consists of seven members: a President, a Pasd&heone Vice-president, one
Secretary, one Treasurer, and two at-large members.

5.2 Members of the board are to be elected everyybars when the General Assembly
meets. The President of the WFSJ must be a sgeuacwlist who is an active member
of a WFSJ member association, and a citizen oh#tien that becomes the next host
nation. All Board members have to be present aGieeral Assembly to be elected. The
Board should reflect as much as possible its meshigeand cover most regions of the
world. A Board member can be elected for a maxinafitivo consecutive terms, except
for a member of the Board who becomes Past Prdasideminations for the board will

be accepted one month prior to the General Assembly

5.3 The Board acts within the regulations of the&ibution and those decisions imposed
by the General Assembly, but also within the linoits budget.

Article 6: Communication

6.1 The WFSJ website and e-mail newsletter ar&elgenstruments for disseminating
information among the members of the WFSJ and treed® The Secretary of WFESJ is
responsible for these communications; the Treaguegrares and submits financial
statements to the Board for transmission via tlezedary.

6.2 English is the standard language of use witierlWFSJ.

6.3 The WFSJ Secretariat has to report a minimufawftimes a year to the Executive
Board usually during Board meetings. It is alspagsible to keep the Board informed
about the recommendations of the Finance commattdehe Programme committee
Article 7: Finances

7.1 Funds may be accepted from non-profit, nontigalisponsors and donors, provided
such donors do not interfere with the independeftlee WFSJ. World Conferences

should also be a profitable source of income ferRbaderation.

7.2 The Executive Board is empowered to acceptfose funds from donors and reports
these to the General Assembly.



7.3 The Board may reduce or waive the membersleg d& a member on request and
will report this decision to the General Assembly.

7.4 Membership fees are set by the Board and redet each General Assembly. Fees
are mandatory.

Article 8: Dissolution
8.1 The WFSJ can be dissolved only by a threedfigurtajority vote of all members.

8.2 In the case of WFSJ's dissolution, any assetaining after legal and administrative
obligations shall be distributed among the members.

Article 9: Activation

9.1 Amendments to the constitution are discussddanepted by the Board. The
General Assembly formerly ratifies or amends thasTitution.

9.2 For legal and administrative purposes, the WHSRhdquarters are officially located

in Gatineau (Québec), Canada.

Adopted in London, United Kingdom
1% July 2009



